MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY ANNUAL MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 19 MAY 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 8.00PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Cllr Francesca Scoones

Apologies:
None

In Attendance:
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

22.36                Election of Chair

                              It was RESOLVED unanimously that Cllr Kevin Went should be elected Chair of the Council. 

                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Scoones  
                              Cllr Went duly completed the Chair’s declaration of acceptance of office. 
________________________________________________________________________________

22.37                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
22.38
To receive apologies for absence

                            There were no apologies.
22.39                   Declarations of Interest

22.39.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

22.39.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

22.39.03
To receive Declarations of Non Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

22.39.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

22.40                Minutes of the previous meetings
                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 24 March 2022 and sign them as a true and accurate record.

                         Proposed by: Cllr Austin                                        Seconded by: Cllr Marshall  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
22.41                To review and assign portfolios and appoint representatives to outside bodies

                         Portfolios were CONFIRMED as follows: 
·  Trees – Cllr Scoones

·  Footpaths – Cllr Marshall

·  Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Went.

                              Representation on Other Bodies was CONFIRMED as follows:

·  Colman and Associated Charities – Cllr Marshall

·  Suffolk Association of Local Councils – Cllr Went

·  Brent Eleigh Village Hall Committee – Cllr Marshall and Cllr Scoones

_________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        
22.42                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters
22.42.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook, in both the former (Excel spreadsheet) style as well as with the new Scribe software, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 31 March 2022, standing at £5,731.72. There were unpresented cheques totalling £400, which gives a total value of cash resources as at 31 March of £5,331.72. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £1,000.00 as a contribution towards village hall improvements.
· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October. This has to be expended by October 2026 and will applied to a specific CIL funded project once more CIL monies are received.  

22.42.02                To review and confirm cheque signatories
It was AGREED that the cheque signatories for 2022/23 will be as follows:
· Cllr Scoones

· Cllr Helms

· Cllr Went.

22.42.03                Approval of payments
                              It was RESOLVED to make the following payments:
· £143.60 to SALC for annual subscription

· £1,760.90 to Mr B D Hurren for supplying and fitting 4 new notice boards.

                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Helms
22.42.04                To consider and adopt the Internal Control Statement for year ended 31 March 2022
                              The Clerk reminded Councillors that to comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 they need to undertake a review of the system of internal control within the Council. The Clerk tabled a draft Statement setting out the Council’s approach to internal control and took Members through the key aspects. It was RESOLVED to approve the Statement which was duly signed by the Chair and Clerk. 

                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Austin
  22.42.05            Arrangements for Internal Audit, approval of the 2021/22 accounts and the exercise of public  rights                              
The Certificate of Exemption, signed by the Chair and Clerk, has to be submitted to the External Auditor by no later than Thursday 30 June. The Council has to approve the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements (in that order) and publish them on the Council’s website by 30 June. The Certificate of Exemption, together with the Internal Audit report, bank reconciliation, Register of Assets, the Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights, and other information required by Regulation 15(2) Accounts an Audit Regulations 2015, has also to be published in the same way.  
22.42.06                Insurances
                              Renewal of the Council’s insurances falls due on 22 June and will be considered at the June Special Meeting.  
22.42.07                To agree and sign off the CIL report to Babergh DC for 2021/22
                         This was deferred to the June meeting. 
22.42.08                To resolve to adopt the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct  
                              Councillors considered the new Local Government Association (LGA) Model Code of Conduct for Councillors recommended for adoption by all parish and town councils. A copy of this together with the associated guidance notes was previously distributed to Members. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to adopt the new Code. 
                              Proposed by: Cllr Scoones                                     Seconded by: Cllr Marshall
22.42.09                To review subscriptions to other bodies

                              Currently the Council pays an annual subscription to the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC). Currently it is £143.35. It was AGREED to continue with this subscription for 2022/23.  
                              In the past the Council has also subscribed to the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) but the subscription cheque for £30.00 sent in November 2020 was never cashed by SPS and the subscription has therefore lapsed. Following discussion it was AGREED that the Clerk will contact SPS with a view to reinstating the subscription for 2022/23. 

22.42.10                To agree to receive the summons to meetings electronically

                              All Members agreed to this for the next Council year.  
22.43                To receive reports from Councillors
22.43.01                Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration arrangements
                              In relation to the “Jubilee seat” proposed for the Triangle around the village sign, it was AGREED to defer a final decision on this to the Special Meeting to be held in June. 
                              In respect of the arrangements to celebrate the Jubilee, it was AGREED that:

·   There will be a drinks party at the Village Hall from about 7.30pm onwards on the evening of 2 June, followed by a walk up to Town Hill to light the beacon at 9.15pm. A flyer will be distributed about this over the next weekend. Provisions for the party to be procured from the budget previously agreed for the Jubilee.   

·   On the afternoon of Sunday 5 June there will be a tea party in the Village Hall; the Village Hall Committee to make the detailed arrangements.  

22.43.02                Defibrillator - update

                       Cllr Marshall reported that it is unlikely that funding will be found for the defibrillator. An alternative option is to lease for £1 a day for 5 years, using perhaps any surplus donations from the Jubilee to support the funding and any additional maintenance costs. This option to be further considered.     
_________________________________________________________________________________________________  
           22.44                To receive the Clerk’s report  

22.44.01                Sustainable Energy and Electric Vehicle Charging Points
                              The Clerk drew Member’s attention to a recent Legal Topic Note issued by NALC regarding sustainable energy and electric vehicle charging (LTN 89). It was recognised that there will be an increasing need to provide EV charging points in the village for use by residents who do not have their own dedicated private parking adjacent to their homes. The curtilage of the Village Hall could possibly be suitable for an EV charging point, and further consideration of this was remitted to the Village Hall Committee.   
22.44.02                Babergh’s Community Governance Review
                              Babergh has given notice of a fresh Community Governance Review (a review of any changes needed to parish arrangements which has to be carried out every 10-15 years). The Terms of reference of this review have been published and comments on these are invited by 27 May. After any submissions have been considered draft recommendations will be drawn up and published for further public consultation before final recommendations are taken to Full Council in October 2022. 
22.44.03                Women’s Tour Cycle Race Monday 6 June 2022
                              The Clerk advised that riders are anticipated to be travelling along the A1141 towards Lavenham at about 2pm on that day. Rolling road closures will be in place. 
22.44.04                 Iron bridge adjacent to A1141

                               Cllr Went still to take photographs of the existing bridge / site for the Clerk to forward to the Babergh Heritage team.   

22.44.05                Protection for the grass triangle around the village sign

                              The Clerk reported that he had after 4 months received a response from Suffolk CC to his enquiry as to whether the CC might grant the Parish Council a licence to install oak posts at each corner to deter vehicles from driving across the grass. The negative response (County does not have the resources)  did not actually address the question and simply assumed without any justification that the Parish Council was expecting County to fund the work, when the enquiry made it clear that was not the case. The Clerk will follow up.       

22.44.06                Cundys Lane - update
                              Cundys Lane is shown on the Definitive Map as a track from The Street (unclassified road no 8155) crossing the A1141 and leading to Town Hill. It is shown classified as a public highway. However on the current County Highways’ schedule of highways maintained at public expense only the short section of Cundys Lane between The Street and the A1141 is shown. There is no mention of the much longer section between the A1141 and Town Hill. This anomaly was raised with the County Public Rights of Way Team in February but no response has been received. The Clerk will chase up.
22.44.07                Enhanced Bus Partnership – Passenger Working Group 
                              The Clerk reported receipt of an invitation to participate in the above. The date for a meeting and the agenda are to be published later. More details on the plans and proposed governance of the partnership can be found at:

                               https://www.suffolkonboard.com/buses/suffolk-enhanced-partnership/
                               Following discussion it was AGREED not to participate at this stage.  
22.44.08                 Energy developments information session
                                    The Clerk reported receipt of an invitation to attend an online information session on Monday 23 May from 18.45 to 20.15 regarding the above hosted by Babergh Planners. This is in response to a number of large scale energy and infrastructure development proposals being considered by both Babergh and Mid-Suffolk Councils. The invitation had been forwarded to Councillors prior to the meeting. There are no such proposals affecting Brent Eleigh or the wider local area, and the invitation was NOTED.   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

22.45                 Planning issues
22.45.01                To consider planning applications received
1. DC/22/02013 – 3 The Street – proposed replacement of roof covering and associated works; installation of plastic facia and soffit together with a new black deep flow gutter
Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE the application.   
   22.45.02                Neighbourhood planning                
                                   The Clerk advised Members that 2022/23 is the last year in which funding from central government will be available to help communities prepare neighbourhood plans. It was AGREED to have a discussion on this at the next Ordinary meeting.  
22.45.03                Possible breach of planning conditions at Bennetts Piece, Cock Lane

                              Babergh planners are still investigating this. 

22.45.04               Appeal in respect of change of use of land to a single pitch gypsy and traveller site – Land north          of Second Pits, Highlands Road, Monks Eleigh
 There will be a hearing in respect of this appeal at Chamberlin Hall, Chamberlin Close, Bildeston on 8 June, commencing at 10am.   
            _________________________________________________________________________________________________

             22.46                Dates of future meetings
                                 It was AGREED to hold a Special Meeting to deal with governance and accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2022 on 16 June starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be on 21 July in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.    
________________________________________________________________________________
22.47               Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.
