MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF BRENT ELEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

HELD ON 30 MARCH 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 7.30PM
Present:
Cllr Kevin Went (Chair)

Cllr Martin Austin

Cllr Natalie Helms

Cllr Karen Marshall
Apologies:
Cllr Francesca Scoones

In Attendance:
District Cllr Bryn Hurren
William Grosvenor (Clerk to the Council)
Item No
Item discussed

23.16                  Chair’s welcome 
                          Cllr Went welcomed all present to the meeting. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
23.17
To receive apologies for absence

                            Apologies were received from Cllr Scoones.
23.18                  Declarations of Interest
23.18.01
To receive Amendments to the Register

                               There were no amendments to the Register. 

23.18.02
To receive Declarations of Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                                  There were no declarations of Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.  

23.18.03
To receive Declarations of Non Pecuniary Interest in Respect of Items on the Agenda

                               There were no declarations of Non Pecuniary Interest in respect of Items on the Agenda.

23.18.04
To consider Full / Partial Dispensations for Pecuniary Interests Declared 

                               It was noted that there had been no requests for dispensation for Pecuniary Interests declared.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
23.19                Minutes of the previous meeting

                         It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19 January 2023 and sign them as a true and accurate record. 

                         Proposed by: Cllr Marshall                                     Seconded by: Cllr Austin  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
23.20                To receive the District Councillor’s report
Cllr Hurren reported as follows:
·   The 2023/24 Babergh budget gives a 2.9% increase to Babergh itself, but the District Council takes only 8.5% of the overall Council Tax levied – approximately £4 a week for Band D properties. 

·   Babergh undertakes parking enforcement – including in villages like Boxford where parking is an issue – but it doesn’t generate any income. 

·   District Council elections take place on 4 May and voters will need ID. Babergh has now ceased holding meetings in the run-up to the elections.
·   Cllr Hurren said he was pleased to be able to fund the purchase of a projector for Brent Eleigh village hall.
·   He reported that he has started work on construction of the Memorial bench.     
·   In relation to the weekly bus service to Sudbury, Cllr Hurren reported that he has given grant funding and that Babergh now has an officer who liaises with GoStart. In a brief discussion Councillors expressed a willingness to consider grant aid in 2023/24 to keep the service viable. 

·   Finally Cllr Hurren confirmed that he will be standing for re-election. He felt that there could well be a coalition after the election with a greater focus on green issues.  

                               Cllr Went thanked Cllr Hurren for all his hard work over the past four years and support for Brent Eleigh during that period.        

23.21                To receive the County Councillor’s report
                               No report was received. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
23.22

    To discuss any village matters





None were raised.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
           23.23                 To receive a report from the village Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  
                               There was nothing to report. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        
23.24                To receive and consider reports on financial and governance matters
23.24.01                 Financial update report
The Clerk tabled copies of the updated cashbook and bank reconciliation, which showed the balance in the Council’s account with Lloyds Bank, as at 29 March 2023, standing at £5,136.87. From that current balance the following sums are continuing to be held as earmarked reserves:

· £1,000.00 as a contribution towards running costs / improvements at the village hall.
· £380.34 CIL payment received on 11 October. This has to be expended by October 2026 and will be applied to a specific CIL funded project once more CIL monies are received. 
· £750.00 in donations in respect of the Memorial Bench (added to earmarked reserves as payment for the bench will not now be made until the 2023/24 financial year) to ensure that the general reserve level is within guidelines as at 31 March.  

23.24.02                Approval / ratification of payments
                              The following cheque payments were approved:

· £22.80 for SALC payroll costs

· £149.20 to HMRC

· £223.40 for Clerk’s salary

                               The following card payments were ratified:

· £150.00 to Suffolk Highways for street furniture licence

· £59.80 for 13th edition of Arnold-Baker on local Council Administration

· £478.25 for projector for the Village Hall. [The cost net of VAT is £398.54 and the grant       received from Babergh £380.00 so the actual net cost to the Council is £18.54.]                                    
23.24.03                Budget for 2023/24  
                              The Clerk tabled copies of updated budgets for 2022/23 and for the Council year 2023/24 which reflect payments being made up to 31 March and the decision at the previous meeting to set the precept for 2023/24 at £2,800. It was RESOLVED to agree the draft budget for 2023/24 as presented, which includes £1,000 allocated to expenditure on the fabric of the Village Hall.       
                              Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin
23.24.04                S137 expenditure limit for 2023/24

                              The Clerk advised that the appropriate sum for the purposes of s137(4)(a) local Government Act 1972 for 2023/24 is £9.93. This sum, multiplied by the number of electors, would yield approximately £1,380. This provision enables the Council to spend up to that ceiling on purposes for which no other statutory power exists.
23.24.05                Payment for hiring the Village Hall for Council meetings

                              Following a request from Cllr Scoones, Members discussed a proposal that the Council pay for hiring the Village Hall for its meetings. Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED to offer the Village Hall Committee a sum of £125.00 to cover Council meetings and the Annual Parish Meeting in the Council year 2023/24. 

                              Proposed by: Cllr Helms                                        Seconded by: Cllr Austin 
23.24.06                Electronic banking – update

                              The Clerk reported that he is now an authorised signatory as well as having online access to the Council’s Treasurer’s account with Lloyds Bank and use of a business debit card. Once Councillor signatories have online access all payments can be made electronically with the Clerk as first signatory, countersigned by one of the Councillors. 
23.24.07                 External audit arrangements / year end timetable for 2023        

                               The Clerk advised Councillors that the arrangements for completing the necessary formalities in respect of the 2022/23 year are as follows:
· The Council must declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review at its first meeting after 31 March 2023
· The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2023

· The Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements should be approved after the Council has received and noted the internal audit report, and the Annual Governance Statement must be approved before the Accounting Statements.                                 
23.24.08                Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2022/23
                              The Clerk reminded the Council of the urgent need to find a replacement for the previous auditor who has resigned for health reasons. Cllr Went responded that he is hopeful of finding someone suitably qualified.   
23.24.09                Elections 4 May 2023 and new Council meeting dates
                              The Clerk advised that the Annual Parish Meeting has to take place between 1 March and 1 June each year and the Statutory Annual Meeting of the Council (the Council’s AGM) in this election year will need to be held between 10 May and 25 May (inclusive).    
23.24.10                Grant applications received
                              Requests for financial assistance had been received from both the Suffolk Accident Rescue Service (SARS) and the Kernos Centre in Sudbury – an organisation providing psychological and emotional support, with a particular focus on those on benefits or vary low incomes. Following discussion it was AGREED to NOTE these requests. 
23.24.11                NALC Civility and Respect Pledge
                              The Clerk outlined the principles underlying NALC’s Civility and Respect Project. NALC set up a working group to address growing concerns about bullying, harassment and intimidation within the sector. All councils are invited to take the Civility and Respect Pledge - that the Council will treat Councillors, Clerk, the public and others involved with it with civility and respect. Because however the Pledge requires the Council to put in place a training programme and have a dignity at work policy, it was RESOLVED that whilst Brent Eleigh entirely supports the principles behind the policy, Members felt that given that in the small community of Brent Eleigh Councillors and Clerk have always worked together constructively and collaboratively, and unlike some other Suffolk councils there has never been discord, no further action is required at present.     

                         Proposed by: Cllr Went                                          Seconded by: Cllr Austin   

_________________________________________________________________________________
23.25                To receive reports from Councillors

23.25.01                Clay Lane - update
                         Cllr Marshall reported that the condition of Clay Lane at the Lavenham end is still muddy, notwithstanding some laying of wood chip to the surfaces. She will contact the Clerk to Lavenham Council accordingly. The Clerk stated that in his submission to the Lavenham Neighbourhood Plan working group in respect of their Neighbourhood Plan revised proposals, he had pointed out the need for improvements on what is one of the green gateways to the village.  
23.25.02                Hall Road parking 
                              The Clerk had previously distributed the estimate provided by Suffolk Highways for reconstructing the parking area adjacent to Hall Road. Figures provided were as follows:

· Professional services (design / overheads etc.)   £2,109.27
· Construction estimate                                         £16,670.00

· Plus 20% contingency                                          £3,330.00

· Plus 10% inflation contingency                             £2,000.00

· TOTAL ESTIMATE RANGE = £28,035 - £34,265
On the basis that there is no prospect of that level of expenditure being afforded, it was AGREED that    cheaper options for remediation / improvement need to be explored. Initially the culverts under Hall Road need cleaning; that will hopefully address some of the issues caused by surface water. Options for improving the surface of the parking area with porous material can then be considered. Cllr Helms will contact Highways about flushing the culverts.    
             _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
           23.26                To receive the Clerk’s report  
             23.26.01                The coronation of King Charles III on 6 May 2023

                               Cllr Marshall took the lead on this item. She announced that there will be a village picnic to be held in the paddock at Brent Eleigh Hall starting at 1pm on Sunday 7 May. Full details are set out in a flyer to be distributed to all residents in the village. 
23.26.02                Queen Elizabeth II Memorial bench
                              The Clerk having received the street furniture licence, Cllr Hurren advised that he hoped to fit the bench in the last week of April. 
23.26.03                 Iron Bridge adjacent to A1141

                               On the basis of background information obtained by Cllr Scoones and the Clerk, it was AGREED that the Clerk should write to Cllr Lindsay to ascertain the County’s position regarding the bridge, and whether Highways are happy for Brent Eleigh Parish Council to investigate a preservation strategy for the structure.  

23.26.03                 Protection for the grass triangle around the village sign – update
                               Following an unhelpful response from a Highways’ engineer via Cllr Lindsay on 25 November 2022, Members were awaiting a meeting where the matter could be discussed with Cllr Lindsay. Cllr Went will write to him asking if he might be able to attend a meeting of the Parish Council in the near future. 
23.26.04                Provision of an introductory letter for new residents

                              This was a suggestion made by a resident. Following a discussion it was AGREED that the need is adequately met by the monthly information contained in Roundabout. 

23.26.05                 Greenest County Communities Network

                               The Clerk had previously distributed a communication received from the Community Support Officer for the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership (SCCP). This included an invitation to join SCCP’s Community Network. The form included providing information on the Council’s green activities, and Councillors discussed and AGREED both to take up the invitation and the responses which the Clerk will submit.       
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

23.27                 Planning issues
23.27.01                To consider planning applications received
1. DC/23/01463 – Hill Farmhouse – listed building consent for internal alterations to ground and first floor to improve layout. 
Following discussion it was AGREED not to make any comment on this application. 
23.27.02                To consider updates on planning applications

2.     DC/22/05879 – Bennetts Piece – menage – discharge of conditions

Concerns were expressed  that the discharge of the condition relating to the lighting of the menage was approved with apparently only cursory consideration. The Council was not consulted nor were the comments made by the Environmental Protection Officer followed up. The Clerk will send a note to Cllr Hurren briefing him on the issues.   
23.27.03                 To receive notifications on planning applications determined by Babergh DC

3.  DC/22/06066 – Bridge Cottage – construction of pool, pool house and associated infrastructure.  

Planning consent was GRANTED on 31 January 2023.

4.      DC/22/05805 – Brett Lodge – alternative outbuilding.
Planning consent was REFUSED on 6 March 2022. 
23.27.04                Neighbourhood planning / Neighbourhood Priorities Statements
                              The Clerk had previously distributed information (including an electronic copy of an 18 page booklet) relating to a briefing by Babergh officers on the new concept of “light touch” neighbourhood planning held on 16 February at Milden pavilion. This was attended by Councillors Went and Austin, together with the Clerk. Babergh, along with six other councils, has been chosen by government to pilot this approach which is an alternative to current full neighbourhood plans, like those developed by Lavenham and Little Waldingfield, for example. The statutory basis of the new approach is to be found in the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, not yet law. It involves a parish council or other qualifying body making a “neighbourhood priorities statement” which Babergh has translated into a “People and Place Plan”. What is not yet clear however is what effect making such a Statement or Plan will be. Will it have binding force in law for at least a limited time as with current neighbourhood plans or will it be just an expression of local wishes. Following discussion it was RESOLVED to wait for further clarification.                                  
                               Proposed by: Cllr Went                                         Seconded by: Cllr Austin                                
23.27.05                 Babergh Local Plan examination - consultation

                               Babergh has given notice that formal public consultation on the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan proposed main modifications runs from 16 March to 3 May 2023. There are no specific issues for Brent Eleigh.   
            _________________________________________________________________________________________________

            23.28                Date of next meetings
    The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 18 May 2023 at 7pm in the Village Hall, followed at 8pm by the Statutory Annual Meeting of the Parish Council / first meeting of the new Council.  
________________________________________________________________________________
23.29               Chair’s closing remarks
                             The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting. There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

